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Introduction 

Zero Carbon Harrogate (ZCH) is a not for profit organisation which brings together a 

group of residents from the Harrogate District in order to support the development of 

a low carbon sustainable economy, which will improve the quality of life for Harrogate 

District residents.  

We work collaboratively with other local organisations and have welcomed 

Harrogate Borough Council’s and North Yorkshire County Councils’ recognition of the 

climate emergency and target setting for net zero for their own estate emissions. We 

have helped to establish the Harrogate District Climate Change Coalition. In the long 

term we are seeking an equitable zero carbon future, where all benefit from a better 

standard of living, which does not necessarily mean greater wealth.  

The reasons for submitting evidence are simple. We care about the future, our 

children, the people and places that make up our district. Local people, culture and 

landscapes matter to us. While we are able to take some effective local actions, 

central government policy has a major impact on the local authorities, businesses, 

third sector and residents in our District and in some cases inhibits proactive carbon 

reduction initiatives locally. 

Response 

1. How can any fiscal and economic stimulus packages be aligned with the 

UK’s ambitions on net-zero, biodiversity, the circular economy, and 

Sustainable Development Goals? 

a. Develop an information campaign re: the climate emergency and fiscal and 

economic stimulus packages – inform on the hazards, risks, solutions and 

progress that relate to residents, communities and businesses. This could align 

with a programme of public participation such as a citizen’s assembly to ensure 

broad range of voices are heard in the planning process and to encourage 

cooperation with the outcomes. 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament Committee on 

Climate Change (CCC) Table 8, pg. 41 

b. Set carbon targets for local authorities in line with Committee on Climate 

Change (CCC) carbon budgets. Incentivise local authorities to do their own 

works to reach zero carbon, and allocate funds accordingly to help their 

respective districts reach net zero carbon. This to be supported by national 

policy landscape which supports this, for example re: road transport. In the 

Harrogate District, local authority target dates vary and there is inadequate 

resource for delivery.  

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC pg. 39 

https://www.zerocarbonharrogate.org.uk/
https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/info/20148/climate_change/1288/harrogate_district_climate_change_coalition
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
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c. Invest in renewable electricity generation and retrofitting of homes and public 

buildings (including schools) – insulation and renewable heat. Build on initial 

government funding, e.g. RHI, Green Home Grants.  

A net-zero emissions economic recovery from COVID-19  The COP26 Universities 

Network May 2020 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC pg. 39  

Greener, Better, Faster CPRE, June 2020, pg. 36 

A Green Stimulus for Housing New Economics Foundation July 2020 

d. Provide planning, technical and financial assistance for expanding and 

creating district heating schemes. Energy is used more efficiently and fuel 

poverty is reduced.  

Next steps for UK heat policy CCC October 2016, pg. 28  

e. Invest in retraining needed for new jobs in retrofitting, low carbon energy 

production and natural climate solutions. Creating a New Land Army, or 

National Nature Service, to reverse the UK’s nature depletion will help build 

climate change resilience, capture carbon, create agricultural jobs for food 

and soil security.  

A net-zero emissions economic recovery from COVID-19  The COP26 Universities 

Network May 2020 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC pg. 39 Table 

4, pg. 32, Table 8, pg. 41.  

A National Nature Service Wildlife and Countryside Link  

Further, Faster, Fairer- Putting people at the heart of tackling the climate and 

nature emergency IPPR, pg. 64 

f. Work closely with the banks to increase green finance initiatives for investors. 

Work closely with regional LEPs to encourage existing and start-up SMEs that 

create green jobs, and bring the UK closer to a circular economy. 

Green Finance Strategy HM Government, July 2019 

Greener, Better, Faster CPRE, June 2020, pg. 37 

g. Assistance with planning and financing active travel means and routes to town 

centres, schools and employment hubs. 

Greener, Better, Faster CPRE, June 2020, pg. 38 

https://spiral.imperial.ac.uk:8443/bitstream/10044/1/78707/2/COP26%20Universities%20Network%20Briefing%20-%20Economic%20Recovery%20from%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/greener-better-faster/
https://neweconomics.org/2020/07/a-green-stimulus-for-housing
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/next-steps-for-uk-heat-policy/
https://spiral.imperial.ac.uk:8443/bitstream/10044/1/78707/2/COP26%20Universities%20Network%20Briefing%20-%20Economic%20Recovery%20from%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.wcl.org.uk/a-national-nature-service.asp
https://www.ippr.org/research/publications/faster-further-fairer
https://www.ippr.org/research/publications/faster-further-fairer
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/820284/190716_BEIS_Green_Finance_Strategy_Accessible_Final.pdf
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/greener-better-faster/
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/greener-better-faster/


 

3 | P a g e  
 

2. How should the policy response to the current crisis differ from the response 

to the global financial crash in 2008? 

a. Invest in infrastructure and personnel needed for a zero carbon, rather than 

austerity. 

A net-zero emissions economic recovery from COVID-19  The COP26 Universities 

Network May 2020 

b. Ensure high quality public information to ensure all communities understand the 

reasons for change and to ensure support for change. 

c. Focus on building communities rather than corporate economic growth, 

valuing diversity to ensure outcomes are appropriate for context. Conduct 

initial and ongoing Equalities Impact Assessments to ensure no group is 

disadvantaged by the policy response, and to ensure currently disadvantaged 

groups are levelled up. 

For example Building for Britain GMB 2019 

d. Stimulus for local jobs rather than funding for banks or wealthy. Encourage and 

reward those who shop and holiday locally, thus keeping the wealth in the 

local/UK economy. 

e. Provide capacity, leadership and monitoring through local authorities and 

LEPs, who are best placed to know the impact of this developing recession on 

their communities. Policy response based on carefully identified evaluation of 

differential economic and social need in specific places and throughout the 

Country, including Harrogate District. As with current Covid-19 lockdowns, 

these should range from small spaces such as workplaces to whole local 

authority areas. 

f. Internationally recognise the impact of the current crisis on developing 

countries and ensure that, as the 6th largest economy in the world, Britain has 

institutions and resources ready to support other nations to develop their own 

low-carbon solutions. 

3. In what areas should interventions be targeted to deliver both economic 

and environmental benefits in the short and long term? 

a. Strengthen the proposed government overhaul of planning policy to ensure 

that all new builds are zero carbon from 2025 (to reduce ongoing fuel costs for 

homeowners). Current inadequate planning legislation hampers the local 

need for thousands of new homes in the Harrogate district to be built to zero 

carbon standards. Invest in retrofitting of existing building stock. 

https://spiral.imperial.ac.uk:8443/bitstream/10044/1/78707/2/COP26%20Universities%20Network%20Briefing%20-%20Economic%20Recovery%20from%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/construction-industry-just-125-women-and-54-bame
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A net-zero emissions economic recovery from COVID-19  The COP26 Universities 

Network May 2020 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 7, pg. 39 

Greener, Better, Faster CPRE, June 2020 pg. 32 

b. Strengthen planning policy so local authorities can ensure local demand for 

affordable quality housing, for rent and purchase, benefiting the local 

economy, by creating jobs, and helping young people starting out with their 

lives and careers, particularly at a time when the economy is recovering from 

Covid-19 and transitioning to a net zero carbon economy. Inadequate 

affordable homes in the Harrogate District lead to significant transport 

emissions from employees commuting in and out of the District.    

Financing a just transition to net-zero emissions in the UK housing sector London 

School of Economics, July 2020  

Four steps to unlocking affordable home ownership Joseph Rowntree 

Foundation, May 2020,  

c. Energy generation and conservation – recent announcements such as £1bn to 

make public buildings more efficient are welcome, as is the Green Homes 

Grant which will create new jobs and improve energy efficiency in homes as 

well as reducing fuel poverty. However, further investment is required, for 

example recent surveys estimate it will cost £26bn to retrofit schools in England 

to net zero standard. Local schemes are already underway in Harrogate and 

could be readily scaled up.   

Green Homes Grant Gov.uk August 2020 

Home Energy Conservation Act Progress Report and Action Plan 2019-21 

Harrogate Borough Council June 2019 

d. Connectivity. Continue to support local authority broadband roll out, 

particularly to rural areas.  In our experience, broadband helps local Harrogate 

businesses grow more quickly.  

Harrogate Borough Council September 2019 

e. Transport  

▪ Active travel: Tranche 2 of emergency active travel fund to be allocated as 

soon as possible to provide safe infrastructure. Increased bike use will 

stimulate bike purchases, especially if there is financial help, and the cycle 

service infrastructure will grow through SMEs. 

https://spiral.imperial.ac.uk:8443/bitstream/10044/1/78707/2/COP26%20Universities%20Network%20Briefing%20-%20Economic%20Recovery%20from%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/greener-better-faster/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/publication/financing-a-just-transition-to-net-zero-emissions-in-the-uk-housing-sector/
https://www.jrf.org.uk/blog/four-steps-unlock-affordable-home-ownership
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/quality-assurance-at-heart-of-new-2-billion-green-homes-grants
https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/.../id/97/progress_report_and_action_plan_2017-2019.pdf
https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/info/20001/business_and_investment/734/broadband_campaign
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▪ Public transport: KPMG found that for every £1 invested in bus travel £4.48 

would be generated from in wider social, economic and environmental 

benefits. The most significant economic policy goal which bus market 

outputs can support is ‘levelling up’, reducing inequality and delivering 

good-growth, including via Covid-19 recovery. Retrofitting public transport 

so that more bikes can transported on trains and on buses. 

Maximising the benefits of local bus services KPMG July 2020, pg. 29 and 43 

▪ Electric vehicle charging points – in addition to a 66% reduction in CO2 

emissions, EVs offer potential economic benefits such as reduced fleet costs 

and income generation for local authorities. 

Councils in charge: making the case for electric vehicle investment Local 

Government Association, July 2020, pg.4-6 

▪ Offer Local Authorities grant funding to set up road pricing schemes to 

manage traffic levels, increase safely for active travel and generate income 

for active travel investment 

f. Adopt a holistic view on land use. Incentivise low carbon farming techniques 

with food subsidies and research investment. Invest in project to restore 

peatlands, for example a local peatland project could be extended from 

Middlemoor in Harrogate District into the 86,000 hectares of potentially 

powerful carbon storing bogs in Yorkshire. Benefits include carbon storage, 

water quality, flood mitigation and increased biodiversity.  

Harrogate Advertiser August 2020 

g. Climate change and biodiversity loss are twin crises that feed off each other, 

and the UK is one of the most nature depleted landscapes in the world. Prioritize 

natural climate solutions, so that the UK is more environmentally resilient, and 

better able to mitigate effects of the climate change challenge have the 

potential to create many new long term jobs. Examples: in afforestation, 

peatland restoration, agroforestry, other crucial ecosystems. It will mean 

permanent changes to the ways that land is managed and used, and the right 

kinds of roles, and training, to effect the needed change, and stewardship. 

Land use: Policies for a Net Zero UK CCC January 2020 

A National Nature Service Wildlife and Countryside Link  

h. Raise awareness and embed climate adaptation and resilience into all policy 

making. Put in place plans to help businesses prepare for more extreme 

weather events. Over 40% of infrastructure, such as roads and power 

generation plants, is at risk of flooding, either directly or due to 

interdependency with other sectors; as we saw in neighbouring Swaledale and 

South Yorkshire in 2019.  

https://greenerjourneys.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Greener-Journeys-Maximising-the-benefits-of-local-bus-services.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Councils%20in%20charge%20making%20the%20case%20for%20electric%20charging%20investment%20WEB.pdf
https://www.harrogateadvertiser.co.uk/lifestyle/multi-million-pound-project-protect-upper-nidderdale-peatland-2934988
https://www.theccc.org.uk/comingup/ccc-report-land-use/
https://www.wcl.org.uk/a-national-nature-service.asp
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Progress in preparing for climate change CCC 2019, Pg.212 and 220 

4. How could the Autumn budget be used to shift taxation from economically 

beneficial things, such as jobs and incomes; to environmental harms, such 

as pollution and waste? 

a. Legislate for a revenue neutral rising carbon fee and dividend (James Hansen 

model), as Canada has done, to encourage green behaviours and spending. 

The Basics of Carbon Fee and Dividend Citizens’ Climate Lobby, Canada 

Carbon Tax and 100% Dividend vs. Tax and Trade James E. Hansen, 2009  

b. Change VAT in the construction industry. Introduce VAT on non-zero carbon 

new homes, on a sliding scale: no VAT on zero carbon builds, to 20% on 

thermally inefficient new properties. Level up by reducing VAT on retrofitting 

work to UK housing stock to 5%.  

The Green Alliance May 2020  

c. Shift some of the taxation of income to the taxation of wealth and close 

corporate tax dodging loopholes to release capital for essential public 

services, and environmental improvements (public money for public good).  

Doughnut Economics: Seven ways to think like a 21st century economist Kate 

Raworth, 2018 

d. Reform Vehicle Excise Duty and road tolls to provide stronger incentives to 

purchase zero emissions vehicles, and strong disincentives to purchase high 

emissions vehicles. 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 3, pg. 27 

e. Hypothecated taxes – waste and pollution taxes go to fund initiatives such as 

retrofitting (insulation and renewable heating) of UK housing stock. 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 3, pg. 27 

f. Funding for small environmental charities to help them help the government 

get the messages out about the climate emergency, and the solutions. 

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 8, pg. 41 

g. Expand the number of Clean Air Zones, and use the income for public transport 

capacity building.  

5. What sustainability conditions should be attached to Government bailouts 

for high-carbon industries? 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/progress-in-preparing-for-climate-change-2019-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://citizensclimatelobby.org/basics-carbon-fee-dividend/
http://www.columbia.edu/~jeh1/2009/WaysAndMeans_20090225.pdf
https://www.green-alliance.org.uk/smart_building_press_release.php
file:///C:/Users/ianfraser/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail%20Downloads/EDBCEA6B-97A6-4468-9396-6F0C1E60F133/www.kateraworth.com
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
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a. Recognise that high-carbon industries are not sustainable, and any support is 

temporary and highly conditional. Do not offer bailouts to carbon polluting 

industries such as coal mines and aviation.  

b. Map where jobs will be lost and gained. Support people who have lost jobs, 

with retraining. Target training and investment into local communities. 

c. Ensure companies being supported pay their tax, meet workplace, 

employment and environmental standards. Minimum performance standards 

for all aspects to be rigorous and at least to current EU directives. Ensure 

ongoing monitoring to ensure pollution standards are met. This could provide 

jobs for local people. 

d. Carbon offsetting via an accredited scheme to ensure all CO2 emissions are 

offset within the calendar year following the emissions. Focus these funds to 

local tree planting or peatland restoration projects to encourage 

accountability to the local community.  

e. Need to demonstrate have exhausted other possibilities before carbon 

emitting. Introduce an accreditation scheme, which rewards where 

appropriate.  

f. Make employee training in carbon literacy conditional for support and ensure 

staff have access to active travel grants and facilities.  

6. How can the economic recovery stimulus be used to deliver green jobs at 

a time of potentially high unemployment? 

a. Close the skills gaps across whole supply chain for specific sectors, with the 

largest sectors of low-carbon electricity, low-carbon heat requiring local 

accreditation of NVQs at level 1-4. Invest in skills training and retraining through 

local centres such as Harrogate College. 5,147 potential jobs in low carbon and 

renewable energy sector are expected in Harrogate District by 2050 (LGA, 

2020) 

Local green jobs – accelerating a suitable economic recovery LGA April 2020 

p17. And for local Harrogate District figures here  

b. Increasing afforestation, in line with CCC targets, will require many more 

people trained to be employable to work in the expanding forestry 

management supply chain: tree nurseries, forest management, harvesting, 

transport, processing.  

c. Net Zero, The UK’s contribution to stopping global warming CCC May 2019, 

Chapters 5 and 6  

Land use: Policies for a Net Zero UK CCC January 2020  

https://www.local.gov.uk/local-green-jobs-accelerating-sustainable-economic-recovery
https://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/view/lga-research/estimated-total-number-of-direct-jobs-in-low-carbon-and-renewable-energy-sector?mod-area=E07000165&mod-group=AllDistrictInRegion&mod-type=comparisonGroupType
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
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Written evidence for the North Yorkshire Rural Commission Zero Carbon 

Harrogate  

The Northern Forest Project 

d. Environmental Land Management (ELM) and agroforestry are coming, as part 

of the Environment Bill. Effective training for the new ways land will be 

managed is needed.  

Net Zero, The UK’s contribution to stopping global warming CCC May 2019, 

Chapters 5 and 6  

Land use: Policies for a Net Zero UK CCC January 2020  

Written evidence for the North Yorkshire Rural Commission Zero Carbon 

Harrogate 

e. Apprenticeships for all age retraining in green jobs will help ensure that there is 

a skilled workforce available. Governance: national and local, and LEPs need 

to work with industry and education to create apprenticeships for green jobs. 

Net Zero, The UK’s contribution to stopping global warming CCC May 2019, 

Chapters 5 and 6  

f. Support job creation in active travel, public transport, connectivity.  

Written evidence for the North Yorkshire Rural Commission Zero Carbon 

Harrogate 

g. Include funding to ensure all students receive carbon literacy training to 

embed carbon reduction into all jobs.  

The Carbon Literacy Project  

7. The pause in economic activity, fall in traffic and increase in working from 

home during the lockdown has resulted in rapid reductions in air pollution 

and greenhouse gas emissions; what measures can be utilised in the 

recovery to continue these trends as economic activity resumes? 

a. Support active travel, cheap public transport, 20mph in all urban areas, home 

zones. 

b. Provide public information on climate change similar to the Covid-19 public 

awareness program - cut carbon and save lives.  

c. Invest in broadband for home working. Promote provision of working space in 

new homes. 

https://66fbca2a-c0bb-4aad-a2e7-245cabc413df.filesusr.com/ugd/f7385a_5bd7ebaad7e04e159b4df79ed84cbe86.pdf
https://thenorthernforest.org.uk/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/land-use-policies-for-a-net-zero-uk/
https://66fbca2a-c0bb-4aad-a2e7-245cabc413df.filesusr.com/ugd/f7385a_5bd7ebaad7e04e159b4df79ed84cbe86.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://66fbca2a-c0bb-4aad-a2e7-245cabc413df.filesusr.com/ugd/f7385a_5bd7ebaad7e04e159b4df79ed84cbe86.pdf
https://carbonliteracy.com/
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d. Provide start-up funds for essential needs services in areas without local 

services. 

e. Legislate for a reduced-hours working week 

8. In the run up to Conferences of the Parties to UN conventions on climate 

change and biodiversity next year, how can the UK use its influence, as both 

host of COP26 and when holding the Presidency of the G7 in 2021, to 

influence the nature of economic rescue packages around the world? 

a. In showing leadership, getting our own house in order by follow 

recommendations of CCC.  

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 2, pg. 26 

b. Debt cancellation, with conditions, to developing countries and international 

funding for investment in renewable energy. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

shown that individual health is reliant on the wider community’s health. This 

principle applies at the international level too, with other nation’s climate 

change challenges and consequences impacting on the UK. Moreover, the 

COVID-19 pandemic has hit developing countries very hard, delaying 

development progress.  

Drop Debt, Save Lives: Global South Debt and Covid-19 Jubilee Debt 

Campaign, July 2020  

c. Widen our net zero carbon target to include consumption/imported emissions 

as well as territorial emissions to ensure we take responsibility for all our 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

Reducing UK emissions: 2020 Progress Report to Parliament CCC Table 9, pg. 42 

Further, Faster, Fairer- Putting people at the heart of tackling the climate and 

nature emergency IPPR pg. 53 

d. Ensure the public-school estate is retrofitted to net zero standards and pass a 

Climate Emergency Education Act to ensure young people are empowered 

to take best possible action to keep warming below 1.5oC.  

Teach the Future  

e. Start to consider how we will mitigate for the UK’s historic greenhouse gas 

emissions.  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://jubileedebt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Drop-Debt-Save-Lives-Briefing.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/reducing-uk-emissions-2020-progress-report-to-parliament/
https://www.ippr.org/research/publications/faster-further-fairer
https://www.ippr.org/research/publications/faster-further-fairer
https://www.teachthefuture.uk/england

